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MONTANA PROSPHOTIVE PLANTINGS BRB? 


A slight decrease in acreage of spring plantéd crops in liontana is in prospect 
for 1950, Farmers expressed their intentions on March’1 to seed 5,563,000 acres: of 
. principal crops this year compared with plantings of 5,646,000 acres in 1949. 
Plantings of spring wheat, flaxseed, dry beans, @ry peas and potatoes are to be 
smaller than last year but nearly offset by an increased acreage of corn, oats, 
barley and sugar beets, The increase in prospeétive plantings of feed ereingg 
largely the result of diverting wheat acreage which is under allotment to inc 
the supply of feed grains, 


Moisture conditions are est favorable now ian they were & year ago, The 
spring wheat belt is carrying a very low moisture reserve and the outcome of the 
new. crop will depend upon normal or above normal. precipitation during the 1950 
growing season. The heavy snowfalls that occurred during the winter months should 
provide sufficient moisture for seed germinétion but heavy rains will be needed dur- 
_aing April, May and June to develop and mature egring seeded crons, Crop damage from 
grasshoppers now appears to‘be less threat@éning than it was a year ago. Egg counts 
indicate that the 1950 hatch will be considerably lighter than in 1949.. Farm ma-: 
chinery and the farm labor’ supply will: be generélly adequate as the trend in mecha- 
. nizing farm operations continues. j “Os 


= Prospective plantings of 3, 807, 900 acres of .spring- wheat is indicated “as of 
March 1; This is 10 percent legs. than the 4,230,000 acres seeded last year. 

‘The acreage of winter wheat seeded last fall of 1,508,000 acres when added with 

expected spring wheat olanting as, totals 5, 315,000° acres. This compares with 

5,906, 000 acres of all wheat for 1949, a reduction of 10 percent. .Winter wheat - 

abandonment is expected to’ bé normal as moisture condition and snow cover has been 

generally satisfactory.in -the principal wimter wheat arcas, 


FEED .GRAINS & FLAX: Farmers intend to increase. their: acpeace hah barley ne percent, 

sg oats 25 percent and corn by 4 percent.over.last.year!s:+plant- 
ings. If they follow through with their intentions, the barley acreage will total 
886, Q00 acres, oats 481, O00 and corn 104,000 acres. The aggregate far these rkeed ° 
crops total 1,586,000 acres compared with 1, 207,000 acres in 1949... .A considerable © 
reduction in flaxseed acreage is in prospect, caused nainly by, the heavy abandon- ~ 
ment that occurred last year in the drought areas, Plantings this. spring io in- 
dicated to be 57,000 acres against 95,000 acres of last year. 


OTHER: PLANTED CROPS: Acreage reductions are indicated for dry beans’ and potatoes 

- which will be under allotment in'1950.° Dry bean plantings of 
20,000 acres is in prospect compared with 25,000 acres:planted last year, The po- 
tato acreage at 15,000 is 1,000 acres under 1949, The,reduction in these crops will 
be offset by an increased acreage of sugar beets. Mardh’l interitions indicate 
72,000 acres will be planted to suger beets, against 65,000 ‘planted last year, A. 
a4 000 "acre reduction in dry peas appears aitel ‘from the ‘6, ‘O00 acres plante ed in 1949. 
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1/ Data for all hay relates to acres for harvest, 


4 ie ge acreage of spring-sown crops is in prospect. for 1950. 
‘ increase Wee 


Principal crops planted or grown in 1950 may total nearly 359 million acres, 
errernenLOWLHe for duplications and for numerous crops not yet surveyed, This would be 
about 103 million acres less than in 1949, also less than in 1948, 1944 and 1943, but 
would exceed the total in any other year since 1937, The peak period was in 1930-33, 


when the range was 369.5 to 375.5 million acres. 


Feed grains may be planted on nearly & million acres more than in 1949, ac- 
cording to present plans, But this 24 pereent increase in acreage may not bring. 
about an incredse in prodoction, The prospective acreage of corn is 5 million acres 

less than planted in 1949, with most of the reduction in the high-yielding Corn Belt 

-and adjacent States, but some offsetting increases in lower-yielding southern States, 
Furthernore, per acre tonnages of the grains which are being increased are not as 
large as for com, Increases of nearly 3} million acres of oats, over 23 million 
acres of barley and nearly 3 million aeres of sorghims raise the feed grain aggregate 
acreage above that of 1949, ; 


PLANTED ACREAGES 
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